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Not so Brotherly Love 

A Bedouin community received a hostile welcome from the residents of an Israeli Arab town which has strong 
leanings to Nationalist Palestinian aspirations, when they moved there 26 years ago. 

Following the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai, these Bedouins were forced to give up their traditional area because 
army bases were established close to the new border.  A very low compensation payout left them in a difficult 
position.  A town in the lower Galilee area welcomed them warmly and with understanding, and for 3 years they 
were given land to live on without rent and began to find work and earn money.  After that they needed to buy their 
own land but there was none available until they found some in another nearby town, and that's where they moved 
to in 1984.  However the residents there were not the same as those in their former temporary home and 
interpreted the evacuation of this group of Bedouins from their homelands as selling out to Israel, calling them 

traitors. The fact that many Bedouin youth serve in the Israeli army added to 
the bad feeling between them. 

The community of 1,300 has been ignored and neglected by the authorities 
who have not bothered to establish health or educational facilities or provide 
running water and sewerage. Their drinking water comes from an agricultural 
well.  The community receives a rubbish collection once a month compared to 
the twice monthly collection in the rest of the town.   

The people grapple with many different needs. There is 70% unemployment 
and those working receive very low wages. Lack of money prevents young 
people pursuing an education as they drop out of school to find whatever work 

they can to help their families.  Since 1990, none have reached matriculation standard and 90% of the community is 
illiterate.  

The young people attend various schools in the town and suffer from poor self esteem owing to the prejudice 
against them.   City living and the breakdown of traditional values and way of life has brought its own problems and 
some youth get caught up in criminal activities. 

A few educated young men of the community including articulate Saeed have formed an association to address the 
issues of Health and Education.    One of their projects was after-school classes to give children from 10-15 years, 
help with their education so that they will go on to higher levels.  The classes began in the lower rooms of Saeed's 
house even though they were unpainted and unfurnished.    

When ICEJ Aid was approached in 2007 for help, they were impressed with 
the zeal of Saeed to help his people.  A visit to the community revealed the 
difficult conditions in which they live.  After a walk through some rubble 
and over the rough ground to reach the house, they listened to Saeed's 
dream of empowering Bedouin youngsters to overcome the disheartening 
obstacles of their circumstances and go on to a better standard of living. 

In April 2008, following a donation to the project, ICEJ Aid returned to 
cheerfully painted rooms and furnishings that our funding had provided.    
The program is conducted each day for 2 hours and a total of 65 children 
benefit not just educationally from the help they receive from trained teachers, but gain self esteem and confidence. 

ICEJ has played a part in lifting these youngsters above their depressing circumstances who in turn will contribute to 
the well being of their people. 



Flower Power 

Receiving flowers is always nice, so when the ladies of ICEJ Aid were given 50 arrangements of flowers and extra 
bunches of cut flowers, it was exciting indeed! 

The flowers were offered following an event at one of the local hotels where they had adorned the tables for an 
evening event and would have been thrown out. 

It was quite a task to collect them and another helpful ICEJ staff 
member was pressed into service!  Soon a colourful display filled ICEJ 
Aid's offices and overflowed the Embassy's courtyard.  Arrangements 
cheered the dining tables and others areas of the building.  

ICEJ Aid is about the business of blessing the people in the land with 
financial support, but most importantly establishing warm contacts.   
Flowers it is said, have their own language and this was the perfect way 
to say "we want to encourage you".   Therefore, a nearby Home that 
cares for chronically ill patients and elderly people was delighted with 
this unexpected array of beautiful flowers.    During the day, two Israelis 
who work with needy families in different areas of Jerusalem called into 
the office.  Each of them was very happy to fill their car with flowers to brighten deprived households.  Embassy staff 
took home flowers to visit their neighbours with this token of friendship, one being a lady whose husband was 
seriously ill and was thrilled to be visited with flowers on her return from the hospital.  

This pleasant diversion came about the day that would, in the evening, become Holocaust Day.  The gesture of 
'saying it with flowers' therefore, was especially significant. 

ICEJ Staff Roll Up Their Sleeves 

ICEJ staff recently left their desks to experience firsthand the importance of a project which helps so many people 
suffering the distress of severe economic hardship.  

Ten staff members travelled to the coastal plains town of Rishon L'Zion, to join a 
team of volunteers who, every week pack and distribute food and clothes to needy 
families.   Pitchon Lev is the organization to which ICEJ Aid has contributed a van for 
collecting and distributing food and soon hopes to provide another. 

 Every Thursday morning, an area of a 
car park is turned into a shopping mall 
with a difference.   Hundreds of 
people come, and for an extremely 
low cost, receive a bag of basic food  
items, fruit and vegetables.  Clothes 
and household items are also 
available for a nominal amount.   

A framed certificate of thanks addressed to 'The Christian Embassy 
Team'  (seen here working hard), was received soon after, expressing 
thanks for dedication and effort. 

ICEJ is providing the monthly payments for the lease of a Food Van. It bears the ICEJ logo and 

the message, 'Israel You Are Not Alone'.  

Two of our Branches have committed to helping support another urgently needed vehicle.  Please 

consider joining them and put another on the roads with the same encouraging words. 

See ICEJ's International web site for further information on the work of ICEJ AID 

 

 


